
The Michigan Divorce
Guide for Women

D I V O R C E  A T T O R N E Y S  F O R  W O M E N

What every woman should know before filing for divorce in Michigan — your property, 
parenting rights, and financial future, explained.

Step 1–2: Eligibility & Filing
One spouse must live in Michigan for 6 months, and in the filing county for at least 10 days. Divorce begins with a Complaint for 
Divorce filed in Circuit Court. Michigan is no-fault — you need only show the marriage has broken down irreparably.

Step 3: Waiting Periods
No minor children: 60 days
Minor children involved: 180 days
180-day period may be shortened in limited circumstances

Divorce is not just paperwork. It is financial security. Housing. Parenting. Retirement. Your future. This guide walks 
through what to expect and what to protect — so you can move forward informed, prepared, and empowered.

180
DAY MI  RESIDENCY

F I L I N G  &  R E S I D E N C Y

Step 4: Equitable Distribution
Michigan divides property fairly, not necessarily equally. Courts weigh marriage length, each spouse's contributions (including 
homemaking), earning ability, age, health, and conduct.

Income during marriage

Retirement accounts

Marital debts

The marital home

Investments & business 
interests

Assets owned pre-marriage

Certain gifts

Inheritances

P R O P E R T Y  D I V I S I O N

Step 5: The Marital Home
Courts consider custody arrangements, financial ability to maintain the home, and equity. Options include one spouse buying out 
the other via refinance, or selling the property entirely..

C H I L D R E N  &  C U S T O D Y

M A R I T A L  P R O P E R T Y S E P A R A T E  P R O P E R T Y

10
DAYS IN COUNTY

60
DAY WAIT (NO KIDS)

180
DAY WAIT (WITH KIDS)

NO
FAULT REQUIRED

Step 6: Child Custody
Michigan courts apply the "best interests of the child" standard. Custody can be:

Courts assume children benefit from both parents — but safety and stability always come first.

Joint legal / Joint physical
Sole legal / Sole physical

Note: commingling can 
convert separate to marital

Many women underestimate the value of retirement accounts and pensions — often the most significant marital assets.



F I N A N C I A L  S U P P O R T

How long does a divorce take?

Temporary — while divorce is pending
Rehabilitative — re-entry to workforce
Permanent — long-term marriages

Step 7: Child Support
Calculated using the Michigan Child Support Formula, considering both parents' incomes, overnight parenting time, health 
insurance, and childcare. Deviations are possible.

Step 8: Spousal Support (Alimony)
Not automatic, but often awarded in longer marriages or where income disparity exists. Types include:

Step 9: Temporary Orders
While divorce is pending, the court may issue temporary orders for custody, child support, spousal support, marital home 
occupancy, and bill payment — creating structure and preventing financial imbalance.

Step 10: Contested vs. Uncontested
Uncontested: Both spouses agree on property, custody, and support. Faster and less costly.
Contested: May involve discovery, mediation, hearings, or trial — though many still settle before trial.

P R O C E S S  &  P R E P A R A T I O N

For women who stepped away from careers to raise children, spousal support is often a critical factor in long-term stability.

Finalizing the Divorce
A judge signs the Judgment of Divorce, outlining all asset division, custody, and support obligations. Both parties are 
then legally divorced.

B E F O R E  Y O U  F I L E  -  P R O T E C T I V E  S T E P S

Gather tax returns (last 3 years)

Download bank & credit card statements

Check your credit report

Avoid large financial transfers without consulting an attorney

Collect recent pay stubs

Obtain retirement account statements

Do not move out of the marital home without legal advice

You do not have to navigate this alone.
C O N F I D E N T I A L  C O N S U L T A T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E

C A L L  ( 8 8 8 )  7 7 2 - D A W N

Minimum 60 days. With children, at least 6 
months. Contested cases vary by complexity.

Can my spouse stop the divorce?

No. Michigan is no-fault. If one spouse wants a 
divorce, the court can grant it.

Do I need an attorney?

Not required — but divorce affects property 
rights, parental rights, and long-term financial 
security. Legal guidance prevents costly 
mistakes.


